scoundrels and traitors. The leaders ought 10
be put in prison.

NIGHTINGALE : You can't do that. This is the
nineteenth century.

PALMERSTGX (grimly) : Can't you ? Ask Herbert.

HERBERT : It wasn't my province. 1 was only
at the War Office. . , . But I must say in defence
of our Conservative policy that these agitators
really must be dealt with. Agitators------

[ They haze been joined by a lovely dark girl in the
early twenties. This is ELIZABETH HERBERT,
Sidney's recently married wife.

ELIZABETH : Oh, are you talking about agita-
tors ? We met the sweetest agitators in Rome.
Didn't we, Sidney ? So brave and unselfish.
All they thought about was the cause,

NIGHTINGALE : What was the cause, Mrs.
Herbert ?

ELIZABETH : They did tell us. I'm afraid I've
forgotten. But they believed in it tremendously.
They were simply splendid.

[Murmurs of approval.

PALMERSTON (sardonically) : Curious how political
revolutionaries are invariably heroes if they
happen to be foreigners plotting to overthrow a
foreign Government ; and equally invariably
scoundrels and traitors if they happen to be
Englishmen trying to bring pressure on our
own !

MRS, N. : Because our Government is a good

Government.

PALMERSTON : Much obliged for the testimonial.

ELIZABETH : Of course they're rather splendid,

aren't they ? I mean the way they believe in it
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